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PSRT Membership: Radiology Technologist
Name
Institution
Radiologic Technologist
Radiologic technologists are the health care professionals who perform diagnostic imaging procedures to help physicians diagnose illnesses and injuries. These professionals are required to engage in professional development in order to acquire and develop skills, attitudes necessary for the execution of professional and technical duties within the ever-evolving scope of practice.  Among the various professional organizations that provide professional development opportunities for a radiology technologist, the Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists tops my list. In radiology, professional development is essential because it provides an opportunity for lifelong learning, to demonstrate ongoing competence as well as to cope with professional changes and expanding roles. In a nutshell, professional development allows radiologist technologists to provide competent patient care which ultimately helps in sustaining health facilities in a competitive healthcare system. 
Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists (PSRT)
The Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists is a non-profit educational organization for graduate and student Radiologic Technologists. The membership consists of radiographers throughout the state.  The organization is an affiliate of the American Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT).  In this sense, the organization assists ASRT in providing two-way communication vis-à-vis issues of concern and local operations.  This premier professional organization primarily incorporates diagnostic medical imaging and Radiation therapy.  They include includes Diagnostic, radiography, Medical Sonographers, Nuclear Medicine Technologists, Ultrasound and Medical Dosimetry and Radiation Therapist (Philasrt, 2019). 
Professional development and other opportunities in PSRT
   One of the primary professional developments that PRST organization offers is continuing education (CE). From in-person meetings and live webinars to journal publications and virtual meetings, PRST has the resources radiologic technologists need to maintain their certification and keep up with the latest developments in the radiology field.  
 
Consequently, the organizations’ Annual meetings are fundamental for professional developments. This premier event for treatment planning professionals from around the world features education sessions, networking, exhibits and workshops. With educational systems, radiologic technologists get to learn about the very latest developments in radiation oncology; with networking, radiologic professionals get an opportunity to discuss issues and ideas with their peers. Furthermore, with exhibits, radiologic technologists get to see the latest products for radiation oncology as well as meet with their vendors; lastly, with workshops, radiology professionals get an opportunity to go in-depth on treatment planning and related topics. 
Subsequently, PRST’s regional meeting events are substantial for professional development. The regional meetings provide an opportunity for radiologic technologists to participate in medical dosimetry continuing education while "talking shop" with their colleagues. In these events, radiologic technologists are accorded an opportunity to make a presentation about an interesting topic, research project or case study. Other than getting a chance to share their medical dosimetry knowledge, radiologic technologists get a chance to develop their presentation skills; to add a new accomplishment to their resume and to check something off their professional “bucket list,” (Kalia, Patel, Moriarity, & Canon, 2017).
The importance of being a member in PSRT
At $35 annually, membership costs PSRT strives to give radiology technologists a good value for their membership and that includes free registration for regional conferences. Also, the organization offers reasonable registration rates for students and long term membership. For instance, for a student, a membership fee costs $10 while for a two-year membership subscription is $60 without automatically recurring payments. Being a PSRT member comes with valuable benefits (PhilaSRT, 2019).  
i. Networking opportunities through its mixer events
 Benefits to a PSRT member can include access to continuing education opportunities and certifications, conferences, and updates on policies and standards that influence the radiologic profession.  The organization looks for inspiring, dynamic spears to share knowledge and expertise with radiologic technologists from across the country. These events and conferences are held to afford radiologic technicians a chance to interchange thoughts and ideologies regarding radiologic practice (Elshami, Elamrdi, Alyafie & Abuzaid, 2016).
ii. Discount and other member benefits through its business affiliates
At PSRT, members can take advantage of their PSRT membership benefits by using Member Perks; an expedient package that helps members get value of their money. With these exclusive discounts, members can benefit through the organization's trusted partners; thereby increasing member savings opportunities.
iii. Continuing education and credit opportunities
 PSRT offers its members an array of resources to help them earn continuing education credits. Continuing education (CE) maintains competency in the members' categories of certification and registration.  As a radiologic technologist, partaking in CE validates accountability to co-workers, practitioners, healthcare centers, including the society. The organization also tracks and transfers members’ education credits to the ARRT and other regulatory bodies. 
iv. A voice towards state policies and updates on new laws
Radiology profession’s practice standards function as a guideline for apt practice. At PSRT, members have an opportunity to learn various radiologist standards that control the practical areas of practice, such as material and equipment valuation safety standards including those standards for self-assessment and moral conduct. Also, with the PSRT membership, members have a voice towards these state policies and updates on new laws. 
v. Resume building opportunities
PSRT organization offers its members an opportunity to gain an exceptional academic and hands-on knowledge within top-notch care facilities. This enables members to develop a firm understanding of radiology oncology. This experience is core to resume building; vital for any radiologic technologist career (Kalia, Patel, Moriarity & Canon, 2017). 
vi. Mentoring opportunities
PSRT offers mentoring opportunities for its members.  These services were established to offer professional advancement and development opportunities for members interested in becoming mentors. Every PSRT member is offered a chance to exercise leadership and drilling skills by providing insights, direction, and prospects to problem-solve radiology contexts (Stevens & Wade, 2017). 
vii. Scholarship through the PhilaSRT and ASRT
A member of PSRT has a potential of benefiting with PSRT's partnership with the American Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) Foundation and other professional societies. Through this partnership, PSRT is awarded $500 scholarship which it uses to fund educational and professional grants for radiologic technologists, sonographers and radiation therapists. 
viii. Presentation and lecturing opportunities for speakers
 At PSRT, a member will get hands-on with experience, with cutting edge technology, 3D printing, artificial intelligence and virtue reality and a platform to present ideologies for lifelong learning.  
References
Elshami, W., Elamrdi, A., Alyafie, S., & Abuzaid, M. (2016). Continuing professional development in radiography: practice, attitude and barriers. Int J Med Res Health Sci, 5(1), 68-73.
Kalia, V., Patel, A. K., Moriarity, A. K., & Canon, C. L. (2017). Personal branding: a primer for radiology trainees and radiologists. Journal of the American College of Radiology, 14(7), 971-975.
PhilaSRT. (2019). Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists. Retrieved Sep 27, 2019, from Wild Apricot: https://philasrt.wildapricot.org/Membership
Philasrt. (2019). The Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists, Inc. Retrieved Sep 27, 2019, from Wild Apricot: https://philasrt.wildapricot.org/ 
Stevens, B. J., & Wade, D. (2017). Improving continuing professional development opportunities for radiographers: A single centre evaluation. Radiography, 23(2), 112-116.
